93. Sage Suka Visits

Sree Venkatachala

Once Brahma was seated in his throne which was elegan-
tly decorated with most precious gems. By his side were Savitri
sad Saraswati. Gandharvas  were  singing  melodiously, and
^mnaras were playing on their  Veenas before him. Indra and
other top rankin gods  were also present. Sages Vasishtha and
several clelestial bein^sand hermits were discussing about the
greatness of sacred countries. Incidentally a topic came up for
"^cnssion. Tt was  about  the glory  of Narayanachala and
^anifeistations    of Srinivasa  on  it. Suka,   who  was
also present in the assembly felt a keen desire to visit the holy
hill. He paid homage to Brahma, obtained his permission and
went to  Narayanadri. He saw the  hermitage of  Narayana
there. Venkatachala was a fine place to visit and stay. It was
full of natural beauty. Suka bathed in all the holly lakes and
water falls on the hill and remained immersed in meditation on
the Almighty. Sleeping on hard rocks and controlling his senses
he spent his time. Then he visited Anjanadd.There he was accor-
ded a hearty welcome  by sages, the learned and siddhas. He
had holy dips in Kumaradhara and Papanasana teerthas and spent
three days near the latter one. Some time ago Indra, bathed in
this teertha and was freed from the sin he acquired by killing a
brahmin  and retained the kingdom. Suka then proceeded to
Akasaganga and bathed in its waters. In the pure waters of this
teertha, celestial women, Naga Maidens and Gandharvas bathe.
Suka, later on  marched to Vratatee vartanee teertha. Reciting
prayers to Bhagavan Vishnu;, he was having a dip in it. Then he